Constructing a Three Position Target Stand for Air Rifle

by Leo R. Lujan

My high school rifle team prac-
tices air rifle in the school cafeteria.
Janitors move the tables and chairs
out of the way after lunch to make
room for & ten-point air rifle range.
For practice, we use Daisy 875 pellat
traps sitting on milk crates to get the
proper slevation. We do this four
days a week for air rifle and we have
a two hour block of time on the
Vanderbilt University range ane night
a week for smallbore.

| have dreamed about tuming
the school's basketball gym inte an
girrifle range. Jack Duncan (from El
Cajon . CA) has asetoftarget stands
that he totes all over the country to
turnany available spaceinto a range.
His stands hold a 10-bull target and
use a vertical 14 gage steel plate to
stop the pellets. The target holder is
raised and lowered on a pipe as
neaded for different positions, Using Jack's vertical plate idea, | decided to design
and build a target stand that would hold six targets (two for each position) allowing
shooters to fire a three position match (half course) withou! a target change.

I calculated that | could build each target stand for about $50 in materials. With
a 52,000 grant from the school Mother's Club, | set out to build 40 target stands.
Having my range all but built {in my mind), | sent invitations to air rifle programs in
five states for the Monigomery Bell Academy Fall Classie 1o be held the fourth
waekend of October. With 120 shooters enterad, | was still assembling targat
stands the day before the match but it all came together on time.  With rifle team
members and parents helping, it took two hours convert the school gym into a 32
point air rifie range. Knock-down time and cleanup after the match was less than
an hour,

Along with the story or plan for building the target stands, | will relate my
mistakes so that you won't have to make them.

Largest indoor air rifle range in
Tennessee for 24 hours. Then it
reverts fo a basketball court.

Frame. The frame or side mem- Cut channel 3/4" from edge.—
bars ofthe stand consists of two spruce @ |
2xds cut 657 in length. When purchas- . e 1 =
ing 2X4s, make sure they are not warped L‘

nor likely to warp. Each side will have
a channel cut the full length of the side;
whenthe stand is assembled, the chan-
nals will hold a shee! of cardboard on [
which targets are mounted, After the b -
2X4s are cut to length, use a stackable I
dado blade on a table saw o cut a : i
channel in each 2X4 that is 1/4" wide Side member.crons section
and exactly 3/8" deep. The channel
should be 3747 in from tha edge. Check
the depth of the cut on scrap lumber
until you get it right

2| Lhannel is 1/4° wide and 18" deap

3







